AGREEMENT EXECUTED BY THE FEDERATION OF KHASI STATES:

The Federation of Khasi States, hereinafter referred to as "the Federation",
agrees that all existing administrative arrangements between the Dominion of India and the
Province of Assam on the one hand and the Khasi States on the other hand shall, with the
exceptions noted below, continue in force until new or modified arrangements have been
arrived at between the respective authorities concerned.

The exceptions referred to above will be as follows:—

Judicial Powers:

(a) The Federation will set up a competent Court of the Federation to exercise the judicial
functions formerly vested in the Political Officer.

(b) In matters of customary law there will be no appeal from the Court of Federation. In other
cases, as at present, an appeal will lie to the Governor until a High Court of
Assam is established when such appeal will lie to the Assam High Court.

(c¢) The judicial authority now exercised by State Courts in respect of Khasis will be
maintained.

(d) In regard to all non-Khasis the judicial arrangements now existing will continue for
the present except that the judicial powers of the Political Officer will be vested in the
Court of the Federation when its competence is recognized. Where non-Khasis have
voluntarily agreed to submit to the jurisdiction of a State Court that Court will
continue to be the original trying court.

(e) Where State Courts comply with certain conditions to be laid down they may be
vested with First, Second or Third Class Powers as defined in the Criminal
Procedure Code and their jurisdiction would then include both Khasis and non-Khasis. The
appointment of Magistrates to the States' Courts and to the Court of Federation will be
subject to the approval of the Governor in regard to their judicial competence. The Chief
justice of the Assam High Court, when established, will assume this power now vested
in the Governor.

Administrative Powers:

With the exceptions of the following three subjects all the remaining administrative
functions would be common with the Central or Provincial Government under the terms
of the standstill arrangement outlined in paragraph 1 above.

Exceptions.-1. Excise—subject to agreement with the Provincial Government
regarding the fixing of duty, etc.

2. Forests—The Chief Conservator would act in an advisory capacity to the Federation in regard to
the management and control of the Forests.

3. Land and water rights, and the revenue derived therefrom

4. Revenue—The member states of the Federation have agreed that the balance of the
Khasi States Deposit Account should be handed over to the Federation and that future
payments to this Deposit Account should also be made over to the Federation until fresh
arrangements have been reached regard to the contributions to be paid to the Federation by individual
States.

5. Khasi Territory in the Province.—the Federation requests that all possible help
should be given to facilitate the unification of all Khasi territory.



All Khasi villages which desired to rejoin States of which they had formerly formed a
part should be allowed to do so.

Other Khasi territory in the Province should, if they desired, be allowed join the Federation as
units.

6. Legislation.—In matters of legislation concerning subjects of common interest passed by
the Assam Legislature there should be some machinery either by representation in that Legislature
or otherwise set up whereby the legislation where necessary, can be adopted or modified to
suit the conditions circumstances existing in the Khasi Hill.



